CAPE COD TIMES
Serendipity offers lots of choices in small space
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I drive relatively often down Main Street in Marstons Mills but had only stopped in a couple of times at the previous small café located nearby because I had thought the menu was pretty limited. Not a problem with Serendipity.
This village-center eatery, which opened last year, has a long and varied lunch menu for such a small space, with several daily specials beyond the close to two dozen sandwiches — your choice to make it a wrap or panino — with some intriguing combinations: Turkey, apple, brie and apricot preserves. Ham, asiago, fresh basil and pesto. Thai peanut chicken with ginger broccoli slaw.
Or you can make up your own wrap or panino from a list of ingredients.
One sandwich we chose was a special — chicken (deli style) with spinach, mozzarella and pesto — and the second is always on the menu: roast beef with bleu cheese, bacon and red onion.
Both proved to be tasty, well-balanced blends of ingredients — which can be a risk if you try to put too much in one sandwich. Neither the bacon nor the red onion overwhelmed the roast beef sandwich, and the chicken was a perfectly grilled, crispy panino with the mozzarella just stringy enough for those of us who enjoy that kind of cheese.
One unusual detail we particularly enjoyed: We were asked if we wanted the wrap grilled. Yes, thanks, and it was a good choice. The grilling made the roast beef wrap more compact, and the blue cheese melted just right, enhancing the flavor combination.
There are also several soups offered daily and, with a vegetarian in the family, I noted that the tomato veggie that day was both vegetarian and gluten-free. We were tempted more, though, by the chicken coconut red curry soup, which could have used a little more chicken, but was thick with rice and had a spiciness that snuck up on you — in a good way. The larger option was a good-sized portion, and half that soup and half my panino was all I could eat at one sitting.
Good-sized, yes, but it's tough for me to want to pay $5.95 for just a bowl of soup — or $4.95 for a smaller size. Especially when the sandwiches, very filling and satisfying, are a better deal at just $1 more than the large soup. A slice of quiche and the salads are the same $6.95, with chicken, turkey, tuna or ham added to the salads for $1.25 extra.
The atmosphere of the rectangular space is cheerful, with Mickey and Minnie Mouse artwork and oversized Scrabble letters spelling out the name of the restaurant. Smaller Scrabble letters, magnetized, stick to the front of the restaurant-length counter to be formed into whatever message patrons desire.
There are four small tables with stools along the front plate-glass windows for eating in, plus benches outside and picnic tables across the parking lot waiting for a nice day.
There are several choices of baked goods for anyone who has room left for dessert. Although Serendipity served ice cream last summer, it didn't prove popular enough to stock for the warmer months this year.
With so many options for a midday Mid-Cape pit stop, Serendipity also looks well-equipped for breakfast. There are several coffee choices and more than a half-dozen each of muffin (chocolate, corn, cranberry ...) and bagel choices. The lunch sandwich style translates to the earlier meal, too, with eggs, a choice of cheese and a choice of meat available as a sandwich. And there's still the choice: wrap or panino.
Serendipity
211 Cotuit Road (Route 149)
Marstons Mills 02648-5711
508-420-1518
Hours: 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. daily
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